
                            

Dear Forest Hills Family, 
 
We are proud to announce Forest Hills has earned an “A” 
letter grade by the Florida Department of Education. During 
the 2018-2019 school year, our Ranger Bears showed major 
improvements in all curricular areas, and managed to increase 
88 points (showing great learning gains) over the previous 
year’s overall test scores. We are excited, and diligently 
putting all of the pieces in place to have another school year 
full of learning. 
 
This year, the theme at Forest Hills will be “Level Up”. Through 
this theme, we will continue to strive and encourage all of our 
fabulous students to do their best at all times, while 
continuously monitoring their own progress on personal, as 
well as academic goals. 
 
Forest Hills is also proud to announce that in addition to 
Mathletes, Planeteers, PAWs Club, Student Council, and 
Robotics, this year we will have a Debate Team! Broward 
County Schools began their debate initiative during the 2012-
2013 school year with 15 high schools. Since then, debate 
teams have expanded and includes elementary and middle 
schools, with more than 12,000 participants district wide. We 
are proud to announce that this year Forest Hills will have a 
debate team where students can think logically, organize 
thoughts and ideas, manipulate language, and build skills 
necessary for next levels of education.  
 
I wish everyone  an amazing 2019-2020 school year 

full of many successes!  
Remember: Together Everyone Achieves More! 

 
Educationally Yours, 
Derrick L. Huff, Ed.S. 
Assistant Principal 
 
 

 

Dear Forest Hills Families, 
 
Once again, I have to announce that WE ARE AN “A” RATED SCHOOL! Believe it or not, 
the letter grade itself is not what’s the most excited. It’s the impressive amount of  
progress the students demonstrated from one year to the next. This is also measured 
through this process. I was even thrilled when we were a B school because we made 
positive gains then as well. Each year, we are making greater and greater gains! Kudos 
to our students and our top of the line staff for making an 88 point gain. This, indeed, 
shows that what we do is effective. 
However, these gains cannot be accomplished without you: the parent. Here is an 
interesting fact: 
According to Henderson, A.T., and K.L. Mapp. 2002. A New Wave of Evidence: The 
Impact of School, Family, and Community Connections on Student Achievement. 
National Center for Family and Community Connections with Schools, Southwest 
Educational Development Laboratory, “Regardless of family income or background, 
students whose parents are involved in their schooling are more likely to have higher 
grades and test scores, attend school regularly, have better social skills, show improved 
behavior, and adapt well to school.”   
As a working parent with very little time myself, I know how stretched you are already. 
However, here are a few things that you can do that will not overextend you. 

 Stay in the know. Know when your child is having a test or project. Check on 
your child’s progress with this. If he/she is having a test, provide time to 
practice for it.  

 Keep up with notices on the newsletter, Dojo, parent links. Mark events 
such as standardized testing, field trips, parent nights on your calendar. 
When your child knows that you put these school events as a priority, your 
child will also find school to be a priority. Demonstrate a positive attitude 
towards school and its activities. 

 Check your child’s backpack DAILY. Review and return notices, interims, 
conference forms, and activity permission slips. Stay in contact with your 
child’s teacher.  

 Provide access to iReady at home. If you do not have internet access in 
order to provide iReady time to your child, is there another place that your 
child can access it? Our aftercare program can work with you if your child is 
registered.  

 Come to our parent nights. We provide just a few throughout the school 
year. They are informative.  

 Be on time to school. Come to school daily unless your child is contagious. 
Work your vacations around school days.  

With your partnership, I know that each child can reach his/her potential. Each child 
can make yearly academic progress.  
Leveling Up! 
 
Go Ranger Bears! 
Principal B. Rothman, Ed.S. 
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Date(s): Event 
 

September  2 
Labor Day- All schools &  

Administrative Offices are closed. 

 
September 4 

 
Open House- Grades 3-5 (6-8 pm) 

 
September 9 

 
PTO Executive Meeting 

 
September 11 

 
Open House- Grades PreK-2nd gr. (6-8 pm) 

Do You Shoparoo? 
Do you go shopping? Do you go out to eat? If so, all you have to do is take a picture of your receipt and upload it onto 
Shoparoo. Our school will get points that will lead to money coming straight to the school. What do we do with it? We use 
the funds to purchase incentives for students. This is a FREE way to help the school. Please get the Shoparoo app on your 
phone and start today.  
 
Box Tops 
Teachers collect these Box Tops. The school redeems these every quarter and receives some money back. Money received is 
used for student incentives such as for cafeteria rewards and iReady acknowledgements. Please help.  
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PTO Contact Information 
 

EMAIL: FHE_PTO@YAHOO.COM 
FACEBOOK: foresthillspto17 

 

mailto:FHE_PTO@YAHOO.COM


 
 
Tardies and Attendance Matters 
Preparing for the future begins now. Good work habits begin with good practice which begins 
now. Please help your child by having him/her come to school on time and daily. K-5 teachers 
pick up their students from the designated areas at 7:45 a.m. and bring them into the 
classrooms. Instruction promptly begins at 7:50. Arriving late puts your child at a 
disadvantage. It also disrupts the children that did come to school on time. In regards to 
safety, children who are late are not escorted by their classroom teacher to his/her classroom. 
Please come to school on time.  
Here are a few tips... 

• Lay out your child’s uniform and shoes the night before.  
• Pack up your child’s backpack and place it in a “ready to go” location. 
• Pack your child’s lunch or snacks. If prepping lunch is cumbersome, consider our café. 
• Get a good night’s sleep.  
• Set the alarm to a time that provides your child ample time to get ready. 
• Leave with ample time to arrive on time.  

Students who have excessive absences will be required to bring a doctor’s note regardless of 
whether or not the absences were excused. A pattern of non-attendance effects student 
learning.  
 
Pre-Kindergarten 
We are ready for an amazing 2019-2020 school year with our Pre-K students!  Our goal is to help your 
child grow academically, emotionally, and socially through hands-on experiences. We are excited to 
"Level Up" our enrichment and experiences this year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kindergarten: 
We would like to welcome all new Kindergarteners to the 
2019-2020 School Year! We are so excited to “Level Up!” and 
announce that we are officially an “A” School! This year’s 
Kindergarten team consists of Mrs. McMillan, Ms. Elbaum, Ms. 
Mattox, Ms. Blair and Mrs. LePorte. We have so much to share 
with you and in order to maintain proper communication, we 
would like to ensure that all parents are connected to their 
respective classes on ClassDojo. It is an app that can be 
downloaded on your phone allowing parents to receive 
important messages and announcements from your child’s 
teacher. During the next few weeks we will be focusing on 
school procedures, developing our social skills, learning Letter 
Names, Letter Sounds, Sight Words and the skills necessary 
to become a super reader. In Math, we will be discussing 2-

Dimensional shapes and learning how many sides and vertices they have. In Science, we will be 
focusing on the practice of Science and the Five Senses. Our Social Studies curriculum will kick off with 
the Power of 3. This is a class culture system that we use to encourage students to “Take care of 
themselves, Take care of each other, and Take care of our environment.” We are SO excited to have a 
wonderful and successful year and are looking forward to meeting all of you at our Open House! 
Welcome to the FHE Family!  
 
First Grade: 

 
Welcome back 1st Graders! Our theme this year is 
Level Up.  Hopefully you’ve been reading over the 
summer. We have a BAS Reading Benchmark of 
Level J by the end of 1st Grade. That is up from a 
Level D at the end of Kindergarten. Please help your 
child by letting them read to you every chance you 
get. The more they read, the better readers they will 
become. We will also be Leveling Up in Math with a 
focus on Fluency 0-10 and understanding concepts 
such as doubles, doubles +1 and doubles -1. 
Strategies will be taught and practiced so that your 
child has a solid foundation of understanding math. 
Our team is looking forward to working with your 
child this year to Level Up! 
 
 
 
 

 
Third Grade: 

Welcome 2019-2020 Third Graders!  We hope you 
and your family had a relaxing summer!  2018-2019 
school year was a success and we are now an A 
school!  We are excited to be leveling up this 
year ���� We would like to introduce our third grade 
team: Mrs. O’Reilly, Mrs. Plaza, Ms. Koerber, Mrs. 
Wiest and Ms. Owen!  We are so eager to get our 
year started and make a splash this school year.    It 
is our hope that this year is full of successful 
experiences for all our students.  Our goal is to keep 
an “A” and keep our expectations high! Please 
download the DOJO app on your cell phones and 
keep an eye out for special dates and opportunities 
to volunteer. Thank you so much.  We are looking 
forward to meeting our new third grade team! 
 
 
 



 
Fourth Grade: 
 
 Where did the time go! We are back to school already. Fourth grade has a lot in store for a great 
successful year. We have started off the year with our beginning of the year testing to collect data and 
progress throughout the year. We hope for a productive partnership with you to assure that the children 
can achieve their highest potential. As a start to this partnership, we would like to make sure your child 
is: 1) Practicing math fluency everyday (addition, subtraction, multiplication and division) 2) Completing 
45 minutes a week on iready (reading and math) 3) Completing all homework assignments given by 
teachers 4) Reading daily to develop a love for reading and to improve literacy skills. As always it is 
important your child has headphones at school every day as students are advancing with technology. 
Please make sure to stay connected through ClassDojo for important upcoming information. 
 
Fifth Grade: 
 
The fifth grade team is excited for the school year to begin!  We will be departmentalized again this year, 
meaning that the students in 5th grade will have two different teachers each day!  We strive to help 
prepare them for middle school.  It is a great idea to come up with a plan for organization and a 
homework routine, to help your student maintain success during the school year!  This year, your 
student will be allowed to check out his/her laptop and bring it home.  More information will be presented 
during our Parent Night, so don't miss out!!  We have a lot of goals for ourselves, our families and our 
students... we wanted to share some of them with you: 

*  To make learning fun. 
*  To inspire students to find a love for reading 
*  To integrate technology 
*  Continue to make academic gains 
*  Build a culturally responsible climate 
*  Become a cohesive team working towards student success 
 

Here's to a great year of Leveling Up!!! 
 
S.T.E.M 
 
Welcome back to the 2019-2020 school year! I am so excited for all that is in store for us this 
year in S.T.E.M. Students will be participating in both hands-on inquiry lessons and labs to 
accompany what they are learning about in science within the classroom. In addition, Forest 
Hills Elementary will have some presentations and demonstrations from the Museum of 
Discovery and Science. It's going to be a great year as we Level Up! 
 

 
 
Robotics 

 
Forest Hills is proud to announce that we will have a VEX IQ 
Robotics team for the second year in a row. It will be open to 
select fourth and fifth grade students. Be on the look-out for 
permission slips come September.  

 

 
 



Music 
 
Welcome back to another musical school year!  I look forward to seeing our returning 
students, and meeting new students.  This year, we will be learning to play instruments such as 
guitar, piano, xylophones and drums, and will sing our hearts out.  Music Clubs will include 
Chorus and Rock Band, and I can't wait to perform with you this year. 
See you in the Music Room, 
Mrs. Lofgren 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ESE: 
Forest Hills Elementary is Proud to serve students with disabilities.  
Our Mission is to work cooperative as a team to ensure students have to 
proper supports they need to be successful in the least restrictive 
environment.  
Our Vision is to ensure that all Exceptional Education Students at Forest 
Hills Elementary are life, college and /or career ready! 
If you have any concerns or questions please contact our ESE Specialist-
Kelly Hickman by phone at 754-322-6400 or by email at 
Kelly.Hickman@browardschools.com 
 
Title 1: 
Forest Hills Elementary is a Title 1 School! Title 1 is a federally funded 
program for the purpose of improving student achievement. The primary 
goal of the program is to increase student academic achievement in the 
areas of reading and math by providing quality learning opportunities. This 
includes the provision of additional learning and teaching resources to 
support students, families, and school staff. 
Title 1 offers numerous opportunities and resources for families at our 
school, in the Parent Resource Center and through our school and district 
websites. We value parent input through our various parent and family 
events, workshops, and parent surveys.  
If you have any questions about the Title 1 program feel free to contact 
Kelly Hickman, Title 1 Liaison by phone at 754-322-6400 or by email at 
Kelly.Hickman@browardschools.com 
Best Wishes on a wonderful school year! 
 
 

mailto:Kelly.Hickman@browardschools.com
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P.E.: 

My Name is Ms. Gunder and I am your child’s Physical Education Teacher here at 
FHE. A quality physical education program is offered to your child as part of our 
curriculum. We will be using activities from the SPARK Physical Education program. 
SPARK PE is a unique program designed to help teachers like myself lead activities 
that are inclusive, highly active, integrate academic and wellness concepts, and are fun 
for all students. Additionally, instructional units are designed to develop students’ 
motor, cognitive, and social skills. All students will have many opportunities to practice 
and participate in high levels of moderate to vigorous physical activity. Everyone will 
feel successful each lesson.  

Parents, I ask that for comfort and safety purposes, your child should wear sneakers, 
sun block, and bring a bottle of water to PE class.  

FHE Physical Education Upcoming Activities include:  
Walksafe 
Classroom discussion/videos  
Street crossing simulation  
Jump Rope for Heart 
*Field Day (TBA)  
We are looking for Volunteers for our 2018-2019 Field Days  
Grade 4th and 5th  
Grades 2nd and 3rd  
Grades K and 1st  
Pre K  
 
If you are interested in Volunteering for Field Day, I will be sending home a Volunteer 
form with the dates and times of the event. Also, you will have to go on line 
tohttps://webapp.browardschools.com/sbbc volunteer/VolunteerForm.aspx and fill out 
the Volunteer Application form.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at 754-322-6400.  

 
 

Arrival/Dismissal Reminders: 
7:00 a.m. Breakfast for K-5 students 
7:30 a.m. K-5 arrival for non-breakfast students 
7:40 a.m. Arrival for parents having both a K-5 student and a Pre-K student 
7:45 a.m. Pre-K Arrival begins 
7:50 a.m. K-5 student late bell rings.  Parent of K-5 student must park and sign 

student in for a late pass. 
1:15 p.m. Pre-K dismissal 
1:30 p.m. Conclusion of Pre-K dismissal.  Pre-K parents must park and come in 

to sign student out. 
1:50 p.m. K-5 dismissal 

When dropping off and picking up you must have the student pick-up card. 
This goes for aftercare as well. 

 
 

 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbrowardschools.com%2Fsbbc_volunteer%2FVolunteerForm.aspx&data=02%7C01%7Cderrick.huff%40browardschools.com%7C56d854ad9afc42664fe008d719e5d327%7Ceeacb5cb53704358a96aa3783c95d422%7C1%7C0%7C637006347184840130&sdata=KPHtnRO5gkUywzeZuk1SmkvTpAkKgSulFIs4GVzuQgE%3D&reserved=0


 
 


	Third Grade:
	Welcome 2019-2020 Third Graders!  We hope you and your family had a relaxing summer!  2018-2019 school year was a success and we are now an A school!  We are excited to be leveling up this year 😊 We would like to introduce our third grade team: Mrs. ...

